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Warmer days are
finally here and
spring is in the air.
I will be presenting the State of the City
on Wednesday, April 13 at the Chamber
of Commerce Luncheon. There is much

inside
THIS ISSUE

to talk about with the addition of new
businesses, roads, construction and
improvement projects, updates regarding
the city center project, and a review of
all our city departments and how each
one of them is helping to make Brooklyn
a great place to live. A PowerPoint
presentation will be made available
on our website and local access
community channel.

I am excited to continue my Coffee with
the Mayor conversations at the Senior
Community Center, which are scheduled
for Friday, July 8 and Friday, November 4.

I will also continue my community
gatherings at 6:30 p.m. in the Grand
Pavilion on Wednesday, June 29 and
Wednesday, August 24. I will also have
one on Wednesday, July 27 at Marquardt
Park. Everyone is welcome to attend!
I look forward to seeing everyone as
we discuss the progress being made in
our community.
We are excited to be planning events
and gatherings for in-person functions.
There will be something for everyone.
We are Moving Forward Together
on another great year of progress!
Mayor Katie Gallagher

2 SENIOR CENTER SPRING ACTIVITIES
Don’t miss out on seasonal crafts, cooking demonstrations and much more.
4 HELPFUL GUIDELINES WHEN SELECTING A CONTRACTOR
Choose a professional contractor to ensure a good working relationship.
6 OHIO COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITY POLICE ADVISORY BOARD CERTIFICATION
Brooklyn Police Department has adopted and implemented state standards.
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BROOKLYN SENIOR CENTER

Spring
Activities

Please call us with any questions or to sign-up for programs at
216-635-4222, Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ceramics Class: Mondays and Tuesdays from 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
It’s never to late too try something new or take up a hobby.
Corn Hole (indoors until warm weather): Mondays at 10 a.m.
It’s a lot of fun! Stop on in and give it a try.
Chair Yoga: Mondays and Wednesdays at 9 a.m.–10 a.m. with
instructor Sandy Prince.
SS Low Impact Aerobics: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 a.m.–10 a.m.
with instructor Sandy Prince.
Bocce: Women on Wednesday mornings and men on Thursday mornings.
Call if you are interested in joining the Bocce teams.

Welcome
to Ted Hurst!
We are excited to welcome Ted Hurst as
our new Building Commissioner. Ted was
confirmed by City Council on January 10.
He comes to us from the City of Brook Park
where he was their top building official
since 2011 and the Assistant Building
Commissioner from 2004 to 2011. Ted is
ready to work with residents and businesses
by maintaining building codes and to help
guide them through any questions or
concerns they have during the permitting
process. Make sure to say hello to Ted if you
see him out and about in the community.

Wii Bowling: Friday mornings; team times vary. Call if interested.
Blood Pressure Checks with Brooklyn Paramedics Every third and fourth
Thursday of the month from 10 a.m.–11 a.m. (as long as they are not out
on a call).

NEW HIRE

RETIREMENT

Speaker: Pam Sikora. April 6 at 1 p.m. Come and hear about the Zion National
Park in southwest Utah, a nature preserve distinguished by Zion Canyon’s
steep red cliffs that runs across the Virgin River. Come and see a wonderful
slideshow presentation. This is a free event.
Ted Hurst

Book Club: April 26 at 2 p.m. Our friends from the Brooklyn Library will be
here to host a quarterly book club. Our spring book will be “What Comes
After” by JoAnne Tompkins. A murder mystery at its core, “What Comes After”
offers an unforgettable story of loss and anger—but also of kindness, hope,
courage and forgiveness. The library will have copies of the book available at
the checkout desk starting on March 18. Call the senior center to sign up.

Thank you
for your Service!

Lock 4 Trio: May 11 at 1 p.m. Come and hear them as they perform a variety
of fun songs. Free to all seniors. Sign up by May 1.
Cooking Demo: May 18 at 11:30 a.m. Healthy food demo. Healthy can be
delicious. Sign up by May 11.
Pizza and a Movie: May 25 at 11:30 a.m. Movie will be “Hampstead” starring
Diane Keaton. Sign up by May 18.
Outdoor Concert & Dancing: June 8 from 1 p.m.–3 p.m. in the Grand Pavilion
with the Wayne Tomsic Trio. Sign up by June 1.
Pizza and a Movie: June 22 at 11:30 a.m. Join us for Classic Movie Day for
“African Queen.” Sign up by June 15.
All Brooklyn Seniors 55 + are welcome to join. Membership is free.
We hope you will to come in and check us out.
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Martin J. Sweeney Cuyahoga County Council District 3 Representative
After a successful 2021, I’m looking forward to more progress this year.
I am proud of moving forward on projects that directly benefit the
residents of my district. Last year $12 million was approved for projects
in the county. The City of Brooklyn received $150,000 to rehabilitate
the ice rink roof. This project creates a safer and more attractive
corridor for the city.
I am committed to working with Mayor Gallagher to acquire additional resources for your
city this year. As always, I am honored to be your Cuyahoga County District 3 Council
representative. Please reach out with any comments, concerns or advice at 216-698-2230 or
mjsweeney@cuyahogacounty.us.

Compost Program

The compost program will begin the week of April 3 and material will be ready for
residents to use beginning in May. Our service department will deliver one load of compost
which is approximately 2.5 yards. Please contact our service garage at 216-635-4232 to
arrange for delivery. A waiver is required and can be obtained at https://oh-brooklyn.
civicplus.com/213/Compost-Program.

Special Pick-Ups

Spring Bird House Craft Class: April 14 at 10 a.m. Free; all materials will be
provided. Space is limited; first-come, first-serve. Sign up by April 4.

Cooking Demo: April 27 at 11:30 a.m. Sponsored by Vista Springs of Parma.
On the menu is shepherd’s pie. Sign up by April 20 to reserve your spot.

From Our District Representative

Lt. James Mocahn

Congratulations Lt. James Mochan who
retired on February 22. Lt. Mochan began
his career on December 23, 1991 as a
firefighter/paramedic. He was promoted
to lieutenant on December 23, 1997 and
was assigned to the inspector bureau on
a 40-hour basis for a brief period of time.
He then became a junior lieutenant and
worked his way up to senior lieutenant in
charge of a shift. Lt. Mochan was a statecertified inspector and fire instructor
and was highly proficient in all aspects of
firefighting, especially pump operations.
He was instrumental in putting together
a crew of Brooklyn firefighters to assist
in the recovery efforts of 9/11. Lt. Mochan
comes from a family of firefighters.
His father retired from Lyndhurst Fire
Department and his brother Michael
retired from the Brooklyn Fire
Department.

If you have a special pick-up of trash outside your regular collection day, you MUST contact
the Service Department at 216-635-4232 or servicedispatch@brooklynohio.gov prior to
Friday to schedule the pick-up. Please DO NOT put the items out and expect them to be
collected as you will be subjected to a violation notice and be asked to remove the items from
your tree lawn. Remember: there are no special pick-ups when a holiday falls on a Monday.

Shred Day

April 23 from 10 a.m.–1 p.m at the Brooklyn
Recreation Center Parking lot. Residents
with identification may bring materials to
the parking lot to be mass-shredded from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There is no limit on how
many bags you bring. You will get your bags
back if needed.
Accepted: white paper, financial and legal
documents, tax and medical records, receipts, ledger paper, envelopes, greetings cards
and junk mail is eligible. No need to remove staples or paper clips.
Not accepted: newspapers, magazines, phone books, binders, books, photos, Styrofoam
and folders.
Residents may also drop off items at the Service Garage that do not fit in their refuse
containers, as well as, construction and demolition materials, tires, oil and gasoline on
the same day from 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Drop-Off Event

June 4 from 10 a.m.–1 p.m. residents may drop off items at the Service Garage that do
not fit in their refuse containers, as well as, construction and demolition materials, tires,
oil and gasoline.
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FAMILY FUN

Saturday, September 24: Fall Fest —
Noon–5 p.m. Grand Pavilion.
BRC EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Brooklyn Responds
to Concerns Over
Short-term Rentals
A new law in Brooklyn addresses what
many cities grapple with: how to ensure
that short-term rentals, like the ones
advertised on Airbnb and Vrbo, fit well
within our residential neighborhoods.
Late last year City Council adopted, and
Mayor Gallagher approved, an ordinance
that regulates short-term rentals—homes
or apartments that are rented for periods
of up to 30 days. In general, short-term
rentals will now be treated like any other
rental dwellings, with the requirement
that owners obtain housing licenses
before renting out their properties to
short-term renters.
Additionally, the code now imposes the
following unique regulations on owners
of short-term rentals:
●

●

●

●

●

●

The rental must be either the owner’s
residence or within 25 miles of the
owner’s or property manager’s residence.
One-night rentals are prohibited, a
measure that guards against houses
being rented only for parties.
An owner cannot own more than
three short-term rental properties
in Brooklyn.
Each bedroom rented must come
with at least one dedicated off-street
parking space.
Single-room rentals are prohibited
unless the owner remains in the
property during the rental period.
Short-term rentals are subject to the
same 3 percent excise tax that hotel
owners pay on their room rates.

If you have questions about the new law,
call the Division of Building and
Housing at 216-635-4203.
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HELPFUL GUIDELINES WHEN

Selecting a
Contractor

All contractors working in the city are required to be registered, this allows the city to ensure
they are licensed, insured and to inform them of permitting requirements. Always ask the
contractor to see their city registration and permits BEFORE they start working on
your house. This is for your protection. These guidelines will help you choose a professional
contractor and ensure a good working relationship.
Do Your Homework
●

●

●

●

●

●

Ask to see state licenses for electrical,
heating and cooling, and plumbing
projects.
Call the Building Department at
216-635-4203 for information or past
projects they may have completed.

Get Everything in Writing
●
●

●

Check your local Better Business
Bureau ratings.

●

Get references from previous clients
and ask to see some of their finished and
in-progress jobs.

●

A good contractor will gladly provide
a list of past clients.
Check local court records. Use this site
https://cpdocket.cp.cuyahogacounty.us/
tos.aspx to search for your contractor’s
name or company name to see if there
was any litigation.

Heritage Home Program

Programs
BROOKLYN RECREATION CENTER

Never enter into verbal agreements.
Make sure you understand and accept
all of the terms in writing.
Read the agreement and verify it includes
all items discussed in project.
Small changes need to be documented so
you and contractor are on the same page.
Pull proper permits with local
municipalities.

Red Flags
●
●

Cash-only contracts or deals.
No references or refusal to share
references.

●

Full or high upfront payments.

●

Only accepting a verbal contract.

●

No insurance or not bonded.

●

Multiple company name changes.

●

High-pressure tactics.

SCHEDULE A SITE VISIT ONLINE

Talking with our construction specialists
is a great way to get advice on a home repair
or renovation project! If you are interested
in applying for a loan, or to see if your home
qualifies, please contact 216-426-3116 or
visit heritagehomeprogram.org for more
information. Site visits are available for
homes over 50 years old in participating
communities that contain three occupancy units
or fewer.

MOVIE NIGHTS AT
VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK

Wednesday, June 8: Movie in the Park —
Arrive at 7:30 p.m. The movie starts at 8 p.m.

All concerts from 7–9 p.m.

Wednesday, June 22: Funkology — We cover
a wide variety of music and have something
for everyone. From Motown to Country,
Disco to Classic Rock, the 1950s to today!
Wednesday, July 6: Hip to That —
a Jazz/Blues/Pop quartet!
Wednesday, July 20: The Adjustments —
Blues/Rock Band.

SPRING EVENTS:

Easter Egg Hunt April 9 from
11 a.m.–noon at the Senior Center and
Veterans Park. Watch the Brooklyn Rec
Facebook Page and website for more
information to come!

●

Spring Lifeguarding Classes will be
held on April 22–24. Registration openings
will be on our website. Upon completion of
the class, meet with our recreation manager
about employment. Special offers are
available for class reimbursement!

●

Wednesday, August 3: Movie in the Park —
Arrive at 7:30 p.m. The movie starts at 8 p.m.
SUMMER CONCERTS AT
VETERAN’S MEMORIAL PARK

The Brooklyn Recreation Center is looking
for dedicated individuals to join our team!
If you are looking for part time work, a
flexible schedule, and a fun and challenging
work environment, visit the employment
page on the City of Brooklyn website to apply
(https://www.brooklynohio.gov/Jobs.aspx).

ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

Monday, May 30: Honor the men and
women who have given their lives for our
country by participating in this year’s
Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade. If your
group wants to participate in the parade
please contact Rachel at rlaskowsky@
brooklynohio.gov. or 216-635-4283. The
parade will begin from Brooklyn Schools at
11 a.m. and will proceed down Biddulph to
Ridge to Memphis ending at City Hall
whereupon ceremonies will begin at noon.

Spring Swimming Lessons begin on
April 6 for Wednesday evenings and April 9
for Saturday mornings through the end of May.

●

● Youth Baseball and Softball registration is currently underway until April 1.

Point your phone camera
at the QR code below
to go to our website
www.brooklynrec.com.

Wednesday, August 17: Dan Zola
Orchestra — An 18-piece band that is steeped
in the tradition of all the famous swing
and dance bands from Count Basie to Glenn
Miller, Benny Goodman, Les Brown and
so many other favorites.
Wednesday, August 31: Swamps of Jersey —
A tribute to Bruce Springsteen and the
E Street Band.
Wednesday, September 14: Perfect Choice —
This is a group of incredible musicians that
play the most popular music stretching
from the 1960s to today.
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UPDATE

Progress for the
Planning and
Zoning Code

Police Department
Certified by the Ohio Collaborative
Community Police Advisory Board
The Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services announced that the Brooklyn Police Department has adopted and implemented state standards established by the Ohio Collaborative
Community Police Advisory Board. This certification demonstrates our Police Department’s
continued commitment to improving community and police relations.

Welcoming new
businesses
Ridge Park Square has recently experienced
significant interest and investment from
restaurants and retail businesses despite
challenges over the past two years.
New businesses include Pulp Juice and
Smoothie Bar, Click It Computers, Red
Crab Juicy Seafood and DTLR. Businesses
opening in 2022 include Five Guys, Crumbl
Cookies, Hibbett Sports and Firehouse
Subs. This shopping area is poised to
emerge in a strong position and ready to
take advantage of new opportunities.
Last year the city also welcomed El Palenque
Mexican Restaurant and the much anticipated
Swensons Drive-In opened in January at
7414 Brookpark Road.

These standards are agreed-upon best
practices that direct the Police Department’s
policies on use of force, use of deadly force,
agency recruitment & hiring, vehicle
pursuits,investigation of employee
misconduct, bias free policing, body worn
cameras, community engagement and mass
protests. They are the first of their kind in
Ohio and were developed and established
by the Ohio Collaborative Community
Police Advisory Board as part of the state’s
efforts to strengthen community and police
relations. These new standards will hold
everyone accountable and instill
a greater confidence with the public.

Picnic in the Park: Saturday, August 20
from 1 p.m.–10 p.m. in Memorial Park.
The picnic will include the Brooklyn
Marching Band kicking off our event, a DJ,
the Swamp Boogie Band, food trucks, beer
garden, popcorn, face painting, bounce
houses and much more fun for the entire
family! We hope to see you there!
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Grocery Store Fundraiser: Will be
returning this spring and summer to
support our scholarship, education, and
grant programs. If you own a business

●

Rabbit Run

●

Westbrook

●

Boxwood Circle

●

Ivywood

●

Autumn Lane

●

Hammond

Phase 1 – Listening and Learning: Understanding what the community
values and wants to protect, while also identifying opportunities to address
concerns. (complete)
Phase 2 – Identify Opportunities: Highlight strengths and weakness in
the current Planning and Zoning Code. Develop an outline of the proposed
new Planning and Zoning Code. (complete)
Phase 3 – Doing the Work: Drafting the updated zoning regulations and new code
document into four modules:

We encourage any resident who is interested
in learning more about the Chamber and its
benefits to take advantage of a residential
membership. If you live in the city of
Brooklyn, membership is only $80.00.
Please call 216-635-4297, email
exec@brooklynohiochamber.org or
scan the QR code below.

●

Zoning districts and use regulations (current project stage)

●

Standards for development and design

●

Administration, general provisions and review procedures

●

Definitions
Phase 4 – Adoption and Final Production: Planning Commission and City Council
are required to approve the final draft before the referendum vote.

An open house was held on January 18 that provided an opportunity for residents to learn
about proposed changes to the city’s zoning districts and use regulations. The proposal that
garnered the most attention and feedback was the creation of new zoning for public facilities
and open space.

Tiedeman spot repairs
I-480-Brookpark

●

Idlewood Bridge spot repairs

●

Southwood Bridge spot repairs

●

In 2021, the Brooklyn Police Department
also collaborated with Lexipol to develop
constitutionally sound policies that comply
with federal and state laws, including those
standards set by the Ohio Collaborative
Community Police Advisory Board.

and would like to be one of our sponsors,
there is still an opportunity to get
involved. Please reach out to Amber at
exec@brooklynohiochamber.org to learn
about our program and the many benefits
we are offering our sponsors. We are excited
to start selling tickets soon! Tickets are $50
each and only 300 tickets will be sold.

The following streets are scheduled
for repair/resurfacing beginning
this spring:

●

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce Brings Back Community Events
Taste of Brooklyn: Saturday, April 30 from
6 p.m.–9 p.m. at the La Villa
Conference Centers on Brookpark Road.
All of the proceeds go towards our scholarship and education fund. Stay tuned for
ticket sales to go live soon on our website.

Investing in our
Infrastructure

Cuyahoga County’s Ridge Road
Resurfacing Project

Cuyahoga County’s Ridge Road
resurfacing project involves resurfacing
Ridge Road from Pearl Road to
Brookpark Road to Flowerdale
Avenue. Expect construction to begin
this summer and last approximately
8 months. Please try to use alternate
routes during this time.
The Memphis Avenue Bridge
Replacement Project is slated to begin
in April. The traffic pattern will consist
of ONE-WAY traffic westbound
across the bridge. A detour will be
set for eastbound traffic using
Bellaire Road to West 130th Street
to Brookpark Road. This detour will
last approximately 6 months.

We appreciate that residents value and want to protect parks and open spaces. With this in
mind, new zoning districts are being proposed with permitted uses and standards that are
appropriate for schools, government buildings, churches, libraries, parks and preservation areas.
Currently, all of these public and institutional uses, as well as the city’s parks and playgrounds,
are located in the Single-Family Dwelling House (SF-DH) district. The SF-DH district is
organized to permit uses and standards appropriate for single-family neighborhoods but
doesn’t offer the protections necessary to safeguard our public places.
By locating public, institutional, parks and preservation areas in new zoning districts, which
is only a proposal at this time, the city would be limiting how these properties can be used.
As always, we welcome your feedback. Visit www.brooklynOHzoning.com to learn more.
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MOVING FORWARD. TOGETHER.
We value your feedback!
The City will be conducting a community survey later this
spring that will assess the satisfaction and importance of
our major city services such as police, fire and ambulance,
service and code enforcement, just to name a few. This will
be an important tool in evaluating our budget and how to
allocate our money. We encourage you to fill out this survey
if you receive one in the mail. It is important to note that
not every household will receive a survey as they will be mailed by an independent consulting
company to approximately 300 randomly selected homes. The survey will also be available
online at brooklynohio.gov for those homes that are not randomly selected to receive one.
The last community survey was conducted five years ago and helped to determine areas
where we have improved and areas we needed to look at. We need your assistance in helping
to make Brooklyn the best community it can be. If you receive a survey, please, fill it out!

CITY-WIDE GARAGE SALE – JUNE 24, 25, 26

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP

9:00-11:00 a.m. at designated locations.
Registration is preferred but not necessary.
Register and learn more at: volunteer.kab.org
Saturday, April 30 (Big Creeks Connect)
Sunday, May 22

Saturday, August 13

Sunday, June 5

Sunday, August 28

Saturday, June 11

Saturday, September 10

Saturday, July 16

Saturday, October 22

Sunday, July 31

Keep your child safe online
The Police Department routinely handles questions and concerns from parents about how
to keep children safe while online. Dangers can include child predators, scammers, con artists
or directed harassment.
The most effective method of keeping you children safe is to monitor their time, activity, privacy
settings, purchases and website history. Being an active and engaging parent in your children’s
online activity can often spot questionable incidents before they develop into problems.
Further tips can be found at https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/protecting-your-kids
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Mayor: Katie Gallagher
City Council: Ron Van Kirk, President; Kathleen M. Pucci,
Kevin Tanski, Andy Celcherts, Meg Ryan Shockey, Sue Grodek, Aaron L. Borowski
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