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I hope everyone had
a wonderful summer!
We are excited to be breaking ground
on the new Police Station and City Hall
in September. Final and preliminary images
are included inside. You may read about
the progress and information related to
the work being done on City Center
project on the city website.
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I enjoyed seeing many of you at my
community gatherings during the summer.
I invite those who are interested to attend
my next Coffee with the Mayor at the
Senior-Community Center Friday,
November 5 at 9:00am.

Our Recreation Center did a great job of
providing drive-in movie nights, concerts
in the park, partnering with St. Thomas
More and Brooklyn Schools for a successful
Brooklyn Enrichment Camp and working
with the Police Department in bringing
back Safety Town to Brooklyn all while
navigating through the first stages of
construction for the City Center project.
Our popular Home Maintenance Grant
Program was a success with many

homeowners obtaining grant funding
assistance for improvements to their
homes. We look forward to continuing to
offer ways in which to help maintain the
integrity of the community.
Have a great fall season as we
Move Forward. Together!
Mayor Katie Gallagher
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Brooklyn
Senior Center

Fall Activities

*

New to Brooklyn

Saluting our very own Veteran

The former Up to Bat building and Speedway
Training Center are being demolished in
conjunction with the Cuyahoga County
Land Bank at no cost to the City. Both
properties will be regraded and seeded with
grass. Future development can be planned
with community input through the public
process of rewriting the zoning code.

Veteran and Brooklyn resident Luke Rosati served in the Third
Armored Division in Fort Knox Kentucky as a Tank Instructor.
Rosati was drafted in January 1951 and served until January
1953. He was 23 years old and employed at Glidden Paint when
he received the call to serve. Rosati recalled having a strong
rapport with his fellow comrades. He would even come into
contact with a few after his service. Although Rosati did not
serve overseas, he could only imagine what they went through.
Rosati married his late wife Dee of 66 years in 1951 and they
welcomed their first child at Brick Hospital in Fort Knox. He
remains low-key about his time serving, but would like to say
thank you to everyone for a good job. Rosati, who turns 93 years
old in November, is just one of the many countless service
members whom we salute and recognize on Veterans Day.

Visit the city website to check out the
zoning code progress which is expected to
take 14-16 months to complete.
Click IT Computer Services, Red Crab
Juicy Seafood and El Palenque all
opened in Brooklyn
during the summer
along with the
beginning site work
for the Amazon
Delivery Center.
Welcome aboard!

We started our summer by opening the Senior Center on June 14 with indoor and outdoor activities.
Our Welcome Back Picnic on June 16 was very well attended. It was so nice for all of our seniors
to finally get back to some sense of normal and see each other again. A good time was had by all!
We have some fun events scheduled for fall.
In keeping with these unprecedented times,
we have planned on a smaller scale in an
effort to keep everyone safe. Please join
us for one of our fall activities or weekly
classes. Our pool tables are available all day.
The lending library has many great books
and puzzles that you can borrow and bring
back when finished. No late fees ever!
If you have any questions on any of our
activities or snow removal sign ups, please
give us a call at 216-635-4222. We are here
Mon. – Fri. 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Snow Removal Sign up – Sign-ups start
Wed. Sept 8 – Thurs. Sept. 30, 2021. If you
are new to the program, please bring proof
of income and proof of residency when you
come in to apply. Those that were in the
program last year will receive a renewal
application in the mail and then will have
from Sept. 8 – Sept. 30 to come in, pay, and
pick up your sign. Fee for all participants
this season is $40. After Sept. 30, there
is a $15 late fee added.
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Ceramics Class – Mon. and Tues. from
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Come in and try it
or just browse to see what they are selling
for the Christmas season. It’s never too late
to try a new hobby!
Corn Hole – Mondays at 10:00 a.m. We
are looking for Corn Hole players for our
indoor / outdoor (weather permitting) teams.
It’s a lot of fun! Stop on in and give it a try.
Chair Yoga – Mon. and Wed. from 9:00 a.m.
– 10:00 a.m. with instructor Sandy Prince.
SS Low Impact Aerobics – Tues. and
Thurs. 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. with
instructor Sandy Prince.
Wii Bowling – Leagues play on Friday
mornings. Call 216-635-4222 for details
and to find a team.
Fall Wreath Class with craft instructor
Luise – Thurs. Sept. 30 at 9:30 a.m. Cost
is $10 to make a 13-inch grapevine wreath.
All materials will be provided. There are
many colors of fall flowers, foliage, and
ribbons to choose from.

Bocce – Women on Wednesday mornings
and Men on Thursday mornings. Call if
interested in joining the Bocce teams.
Pizza and a Movie – Thurs. Sept. 23 at
11:30 a.m. The movie is the well-reviewed
A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood, the story
of Mr. Rogers. Price $6 and includes movie,
pizza, and soft drink or water. Please
purchase your tickets by Mon. Sept. 20 so
we have a count of those attending.
Free Cooking Demonstration – Wed. Oct. 20
from 11:00 a.m – 12:00 p.m. Come and
learn how to make Italian Wedding Soup
with the very talented Chef Miro of Vista
Springs. All who sign up get a free cup of
soup. Please sign up by Mon. Oct. 4.

Veterans Day Ceremony and Pinning Friday, November 5 at 10:00 a.m. at the
Senior Center. This year, with the support of our firefighters and the Hospice for the
Western Reserve, we will have a ceremony to honor all of our veterans with a special pin
to thank them for their service. All Brooklyn veterans are welcome. Please call the Senior
Center by October 28 to reserve your spot. Light Refreshments will be served.

Welcome to the Community

Retirements

Michael Korecz started with Brooklyn Police Department at the end of June. He has been a
police officer since 2015 and comes to us from the Fairport Harbor Police Department. Mike
grew up in Mentor and has already attended a number of trainings.

Best wishes to Andi
Udris, Director of
Economic Development,
who will be retiring after
nearly six years of service
with the city. He was
proud of the progress
made with the redevelopment of the former
American Greetings facility, the construction of
Menards, acquisition of the land for future
commercial development, and the securing
of a recent $100,000 state grant for public
improvements to be made to the recreational
area known as the “Kingdom.” Udris oversaw
the investment of over $56 million of new
private capital, the creation of 1,355 new or
retained jobs and the generation of $2 million
a year in new city income tax revenue.

Firefighter/Paramedic David Allen was sworn in by Mayor Gallagher on Wed. June 9. David
comes to Brooklyn from Chagrin Falls Fire Department, where he worked for about three
years. David was also a part time firefighter for the City of Streetsboro.
Brianna Molnar started with our Police Department at the end of August. She has been a police
officer since 2017 and comes to us from the Walton Hills Police Dept. Brianna grew up in Bedford.
Nicole Blunk started as our new Housing Manager on June 21. Her responsibilities include
residential and commercial property maintenance inspections and implementing the city’s
housing initiatives. She previously worked for the City of East Cleveland’s Building Department.
Rachel Laskowsky came on board in July as the new Secretary Supervisor for the Brooklyn
Recreation Center. Her past experiences in office management and personnel supervision
will bring a solid skill set to the Brooklyn Recreation Center team.
NEW HIRES

Coffee with the Mayor – Fri. Nov. 5
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. All are invited to
come and hear what our mayor has to say
about what is happening in our great city.
Christmas BINGO for Prizes – Tues. Dec 14
from 10:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. All are welcome.
Please reserve your spot by Dec. 8.
*All events are subject to change

Michael Korecz

David Allen

Brianna Molnar

Nicole Blunk

Rachel Laskowsky

Congratulations and best
wishes to Police Officer
Chris Baxter who retired
on Sept. 9 after nearly 21
years of service to the
city of Brooklyn. Officer
Baxter worked traffic
enforcement for many years and helped keep
our community safe through his hard work
and dedication. Thanks for your service.
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Upcoming

Update

City Center Project

Recreation Activities

YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE REGISTRATION

Youth Basketball registration for grades 3-8 begins Sept. 15.
Players in these leagues will travel to close surrounding
communities to compete against other community
recreation teams. Visit brooklynrec.com for registration
and program details.

Big
Safety Town
Thank You

For players in grades K-2, visit jumpstartsports.com .
HALLOWEEN TOWN

Bring your children in their best Halloween costumes for free trick or treating,
prizes, activities and more. Oct. 21 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the Brooklyn
Safety Town & the Grand Pavilion behind City Hall. For more information,
call 216-351-5334.
HOME TOWN TICKETING / LIVE BARN

MOVING FORWARD. TOGETHER.
We are pleased to present to the City of
Brooklyn with the final plans for the new
City Center building! This state-of-the-art
facility will be the new home for City Hall,
Council, Mayor’s Court, and the Police
Station and will be a bridge to the community,
welcoming and connecting citizens to city
resources and reflecting community values.
The images show the interior of the
building lobby and an exterior view of
the building that will be seen from Memphis
Avenue. Design for the project started in

Interested in attending a hockey game or event at the Brooklyn Recreation
Center Ice Rink? Visit Home Town Ticketing for tickets to high school games
and skating events, and go to Live Barn’s website to view select events from
home or on the road year round at our rink.

November 2020, and the final renderings
were presented to City in July 2021. Work has
already started on the site for the new parking
lot south of the Recreation Center, and
construction work will start on the new building with a ground breaking in September.
The design of this building represents
the City of Brooklyn’s commitment to both
preserving traditions and fostering new
ones, reflecting Brooklyn’s personality –
a thriving city actively supporting a diverse
community of people. This City Center

Home Town Ticketing: brooklynrec.hometownticketing.com/admin.
Live Barn: livebarn.com (search John M. Coyne or Brooklyn)
save 10% with promo code 49cc-k3bn.
LEARN-TO-SKATE CLASSES

will be a place where families, neighbors,
business owners, and public servants
can meet to listen, learn, and keep
Moving Forward. Together.

We are looking for old photos of Brooklyn!
Our Brooklyn Historical Society has plenty to choose from, however we want to reach out to
community members who might have photos in old scrapbooks or albums. We are seeking
photos from before we had highways to at least 10 years ago. Why? These photos will be
professionally scanned and used in a tasteful, decorative manner in the new police station and
city hall. Photos may have people in them. Not all photos submitted will be used. You will
receive your photos back. Deadline to submit is June 1, 2022. Here is how to submit your pics:
●
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Drop them off or mail them in a sealed envelope to Brooklyn City Hall, 7619 Memphis
Avenue—please write “Old Photos” on the envelope. Make sure your return address is
clearly written on the envelope.

●

Scan to photos@brooklynohio.gov

●

Call 216-635-4220 and we can come to your house and pick them up – if you live in town

2021-2022 Fall/Winter Brooklyn Blades on
Ice Learn-to-Skate registration going on now!
Register for Learn-to-Skate classes at the
Recreation Center during regular business hours
or anytime online at brooklynskating.org. Open for
ages 3 & up. Classes are taught using the curriculum
“Learn to Skate USA,” — the national program for
ice skating sports. All skaters must register with this
program when they enroll for classes. Remember to
sign up early once registration opens for each session!
All classes will be on a first come, first serve basis.

Visit brooklynrec.com for complete
program information and class dates/times.

The City of Brooklyn would
like to thank all individuals
and groups who contributed
to creating the new
Veteran’s Memorial Park
Safety Town course and
summer safety program.
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

Brooklyn High School
Brooklyn Acres
Brooklyn Fire Department
Brooklyn Recreation Department
Riot Creative Imaging
GPD Engineering
LOGO DESIGN

Mayhem Crowley (BCSD Student)
Riot Creative Imaging
COURSE CREATION

Rader Line
GPD Engineering
Brooklyn Police Department
Brooklyn Service Department
Brooklyn Recreation Department
PROGRAM COORDINATION

Brooklyn Police Department
Brooklyn Fire Department
Brooklyn City Schools
Brooklyn Recreation Department
Brooklyn Senior Center
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Heritage Home Program

Do you live in a home built in or before 1971? Your home qualifies
for the Heritage Home Program. This program offers free technical
assistance and low-interest financing for:
●

Site visits to your home

●

Virtual meetings with specialists

●

Advice on home repair or improvements

●

Contractor resources

●

Help reviewing estimates

Our popular Home Maintenance Grant Program was a success with
many homeowners obtaining grant funding assistance for improvements
to their homes.

Trees
Brooklyn residents frequently have
questions about who owns a given tree,
who has the rights and responsibilities to
maintain or remove trees, and who is
potentially liable for trees that may cause or
have caused injury or damage. These
become more difficult questions when it is
uncertain if a tree appears to lie on the
border of two properties. Below is some
information to help clarify these questions.

in Brooklyn

the property onto which the debris
landed. If you believe that a neighbor’s
tree is putting your property or persons
on it at risk, you may wish to give your
neighbors written, polite notice of the
situation. You may wish to rely on the
advice of a trained tree professional to
give more weight to your opinion.

Q: What’s the city’s role?

Q: How do I handle a tree that
straddles the boundary between
my and my neighbor’s properties?

A: Property owners are required to

A: In Ohio, when part of a neighboring

maintain their trees under our code, and
the city involves itself only when the
trees are municipally-owned or -maintained. The city rarely cites private
tree-related nuisances. The city may
occasionally provide assessments of trees
when those trees directly abut a sidewalk,
tree lawn or street, but all issues involving
trees strictly on private property should
be resolved by the affected owners.

Q: Who’s responsible when
a tree damages property?
A: Liability for damage caused by fallen
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The Heritage Home Program will host an informational meeting on
September 30 at 6:00 p.m. in the Fire Station Community Room for
those who are interested in advice on home repair and improvements.
To learn more visit heritagehomeprogram.org or call 216-426-3116 to
register for any of our upcoming virtual information and topical sessions.

trees or limbs is normally determined by
traditional legal principles of negligence.
Ordinarily, when a tree or limb falls, the
responsibility for clearing the debris and
fixing property rests with the owner of

landowner’s tree straddles the property
boundary of a property owner, that owner
ordinarily has the right to cut the tree
limbs, branches and roots back to the
property line — provided the overall health
of the tree won’t be affected. Open and
civil communication between property
owners before any such action is taken
usually yields the most beneficial outcome.

A tree whose trunk rests across a property
line is commonly owned by both properties’ owners. If a tree is owned in common
with others, one person cannot remove
or trim it in such a way that would result
in harm to the tree. Even if a tree rests
solely on one neighbor’s land, if you and
the neighbor have formally agreed or
acted as if the tree is commonly owned,

the tree may be considered legally owned
by both parties.
Q: How do I resolve disputes and
concerns over trees with my
neighbors?
A: Citizens are encouraged to resolve

tree-related questions or disputes by
simply making a polite inquiry or
request of the other party. If the parties
are unable to agree on tree ownership or
maintenance, the conflict remains a
private civil issue and either party may
want to consider consulting an attorney.
The city is willing to help neighbors
mediate disputes. Contact the law
department at (216) 635-4223 or at
kbutler@brooklynohio.gov for details.

Q: What if the tree I’m concerned
about is city-owned?
A: If you have concerns about the health of

a city-owned tree, please contact the
Service Department at (216) 635-4232 or
at servicedispatch@brooklynohio.gov.

Q: Who may perform tree
maintenance?
A: Tree maintenance or removal that

goes beyond the scope of ordinary yard
work should be performed by a qualified
tree service.

Recycle Right Brooklyn

Flood Reporting

The results are in from the Recycle Right
Brooklyn campaign, and residents should
be commended on a job well done. The
initial pre-audit showed that the current
rate of contamination was 38.1% which means
that only 61.9% of all material that was
collected was actually recyclable. A post-audit
was conducted after the eight-week program
on August 10. The purpose of the postprogram waste audit was to compare the
recycling stream’s contamination rate
before and after educational outreach to the
residents. The post program audit estimated
that 20.4% of the recycling stream was
contaminated. This is a considerable
decrease in contamination that can be
attributed to the recycling cart tagging
education program. Specifically, the change
in each type of contamination was as follows:

The city is encouraging homeowners
who have experienced flooding in
the past two years to please fill out
a Flooding Report form located on
our city website under the Service
Department section. This will help
with tracking flooding concerns and
with solution proposals. Please also
fill out this form for any future
flooding issues that you experienced.
Please call 216-635-4219 if you need a
form mailed to you should this occur.

Other
Bagged Non-recyclable
trash
materials
plastics
decreased
decreased
decreased
64.5%

37.6%

37.9%

Some common items that are not recyclable
that were constantly seen in the audit were:
●

●
●

●

Bagged materials such as garbage bags,
grocery bags, or bags filled with material
Trash
Non-recyclable plastics such as food
wrappers, film plastic, plastic containers
3-7, cutlery, polystyrene, rigid plastics
Other material such as metallic food
wrappers, items made of made of
multiple materials, soiled items, food,
ceramics, clothing, pizza boxes, frozen
food boxes, and paper towels.

The goal of reducing the contamination
in our recycling waste stream was
accomplished but we must continue
to be proactive to prevent our costs
from increasing.

Residents that experience flooding
in their homes should contact the
Cuyahoga County Department of
Public Works Sewer Service at
216-443-8201. If the flooding occurs
after hours or on a holiday please
contact 1-800-683-2689.
Common problems that cause
or contribute to flooding:
●
●

●
●

●

Roots in sanitary/storm lateral
Improper connected storm
sanitary lateral
Broken Laterals
Downspouts connected
to footer drains
Surcharge of the main sanitary/
storm sewer
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From Our
Fire Department
SAFETY TIPS
●

●

Do not put water on a grease fire. Use an ABC fire extinguisher or turn off burner
and cover the fire with a lid to cut off the oxygen supply.
Did you know that closing doors in the event of a home fire can reduce fire growth,
limit damage to your home, keep temperatures down, and even save your life if you’re
trapped? Half of all house fires occur when we’re asleep (11:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m.).
Closing your bedroom door could save your life in the event
of a fire, so remember to “Close Before You Doze!” Learn more
at closeyourdoor.org.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS AT MIDNIGHT ON NOVEMBER 7

Just because the time will “Fall Behind” doesn’t mean your safety should! The end of DST
is a great time to test your smoke detectors and replace their batteries. The fire department
will provide two smoke detectors to any Brooklyn resident who has detectors that are
10 years or older - limit 2 per household. If you need assistance replacing your batteries
or your detectors please call the fire department at 216-635-4288 to request this service.

Mon., Oct. 11 – Columbus Day
City Buildings will be closed.
Rubbish pick-up will be one day late.
Sun., Oct. 31 – Halloween
Trick-or-Treat will take place
from 6:00 p.m – 8:00 p.m.
Thur., Nov. 1 – Veterans Day
Thank you to those who have served
our country. City buildings will be
closed. Rubbish pick-up will be
one day late.
Thur., Nov. 25 – Thanksgiving
City buildings will be closed on Nov. 25
and 26. Thanksgiving rubbish
collection schedule: the routes
for Mon., Tue. and Wed. will
remain the same and Thur.
route will be picked up on Wed.

City Department Phone Numbers
City Hall ......................................216-351-2133
Mayor’s Office .......................... 216-635-4220
Building Department .............. 216-635-4203
Housing Manager......................216-635-4213
Economic Development........... 216-635-4289
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Service Director.........................216-635-4219
Service Garage...........................216-635-4232
Senior Center.............................216-635-4222
Recreation Center...................... 216-351-5334
Finance....................................... 216-635-4204

Animal Control..........................216-635-4291
Police (non-emergency)............ 216-749-1234
Fire (non-emergency)............... 216-635-4288
City website........................ brooklynohio.gov
Recreation website brooklynoh.myrec.com

Mayor: Katie Gallagher
City Council: Ron Van Kirk, President; Kathleen M. Pucci,
Kevin Tanski, Mary L. Balbier, Andy Celcherts, Meg Ryan Shockey, Sue Grodek
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