
 

 

CITY OF BROOKLYN 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Monday, September 10th, 2018 at 5:45 p.m. 
Minutes 

 
 
Chair: Mayor Katie Gallagher 
Members: Andy Celcherts, City Council Representative 
 Jeff Suhay, Business Representative 
 Tom Raguz, Finance Director 
  Kevin Butler, Law Director (Absent) 
 Dave Kulcsar, Building Commissioner 
 Andi Udris, Economic Development Director 
 
Guest: None 

 
1. Call To Order 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gallagher at 5:45 pm. 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting held on June 25, 2018 
 
The Minutes were presented from the last meeting.  Kulcsar moved for approval.  Celcherts 
seconded the motion.  The Minutes were approved. 
 

3. Review and make recommendation on Ordinance 2018-67 declaring the improvement 
of certain real property to be a public purpose pursuant to ORC 5709.40(b). 
 
Udris made a presentation on the merits of creating a Tax Increment Financing District that 
would assist in financing a portion of the costs to make public improvements in 
conjunction with the renovation of the former American Greetings property now known as 
One American Road. The specific improvements proposed were the extension of American 
Road.  After some discussion, Celcherts made a motion to support the Ordinance and 
Kulcsar seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously. 
 

4. Review and make recommendation on Ordinance 2018-75 authorizing the Mayor to 
enter into an amendment to a Jobs Retention and Creation Grant Agreement with 
Inogen, Inc. located at One American Road. 
 
Udris presented a request from Inogen Inc. to amend their Job Retention and Creation 
Grant Agreement by increasing the number of new jobs to be created from 240 to 500 and 
increasing the amount of the grant from $100,000 to $232,500.  After a brief discussion, 
Mayor Gallagher made a motion to support the Ordinance and Celcherts seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 



 

 

5. Review and make recommendation on the purchase of approximately $9,290.06 of 
real estate advertising with Crain’s Cleveland Business. 
 
Udris presented an advertising proposal from Crain’s Cleveland Business to assist in the 
marketing of the Memphis and Tiedeman properties.  The discussion was focused as to 
whether the City should commit to a more expensive package and obtain a better “per ad” 
discount.  If the property sold, the excess ad space would be used to promote other vacant 
private properties for their economic development benefit. Mayor Gallagher made a motion 
to approve the purchase of the package and Celcherts seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 

6. Proposal received from Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity dated August 23, 
2018 regarding redevelopment of 4232 Brookway Lane. 
 
Udris presented a letter from Habitat for Humanity to acquire and construct a new home for 
homeownership on vacant city-owned property located at 4232 Brookway Lane.  The 
property had been acquired as part of the land assembled for the relocation of the new Fire 
Station.  This parcel was deemed excess land.  After much discussion it was decided that 
the City should wait to see how well the organization does on the renovation of the Ira 
property and make a decision then. Mayor Gallagher made the motion to defer any action 
and Celcherts seconded the motion.  The Motion to defer was unanimously approved. 
 

7. Other Business 
 

Udris briefly reported on the status of the Don Martens and Sons Ambulance JRCG 
agreement and explained that the agreement date was altered without City Councils 
specific authorization in June of 2014.  The alteration had been done to make it easier to 
report annual job figures and payroll.  It was decided that no additional action needed to be 
taken since the date did not materially affect the position of the City.  The committee was 
also informed that even though Martens was nearly at the employment levels proposed in 
the original agreement, the location of the ambulances and the taxing jurisdiction had 
effectively place the agreement in default.  The contract therefore contemplated such an 
occurrence and reduced the amount of grant given for 2017.  Martens was notified and the 
Mayor and Udris had met with the business to explain the resolution face to face. No other 
business was discussed. 
 

8. Adjournment.  
 
Gallagher moved to adjourn the meeting and Celcherts seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 


