
Parma Public Housing Lottery Frequently Asked Questions 

 

WHEN WILL THE LOTTERY TAKE PLACE? 

The upcoming Parma Public Housing Lottery, for both Public Housing and the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program, will begin with the acceptance of on-line entries at 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 16, 2015. It will continue with on-line entries accepted 24-hours a day 
through Thursday, June 18th, 2015 at 4:30 p.m. 

HOW CAN I ENTER THE LOTTERY? 

Use any computer to access the internet and go to 
https://www.waitlistcheck.com/OH2322. 

Be sure to have a pen and paper handy to record your confirmation number, or you can 
print it, when your entry is submitted. 

CAN A SINGLE PERSON ENTER THE LOTTERY OR IS THIS JUST FOR FAMILIES? 

Yes. A single person is considered a family. 

IF I HAVE A JOB, CAN I STILL ENTER THE LOTTERY? 

Yes. You can be employed and enter the lottery. 

CAN I ENTER THE LOTTERY IF I WAS TERMINATED OR WITHDRAWN FROM THE PROGRAM 
BEFORE? 

Yes. If you are one of the 2,000 lottery winners for the Housing Choice Voucher Program, 
and 500 lottery winners for Public Housing, your name will be placed on the waiting list and 
your eligibility will be determined at the initial interview, once your name reaches the top 
of the waiting list. 

DO I NEED TO RESIDE IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO TO APPLY FOR THE LOTTERY? 

No. If your name is chosen as one of the 2,000 winners for the Housing Choice Voucher 
Program waitlist, or the 500 winners for the Public Housing waitlist, you do not need to 
reside in Cuyahoga County. However, you will need to travel to Cuyahoga County when your 
name reaches the top of the list for processing. 

CAN A PUBLIC HOUSING RESIDENT APPLY FOR THE HCVP? 

Yes, a public housing resident can enter the lottery for a place on the HCVP waitlist. 
However, those who are not already residents must lease a unit in Cuyahoga County for the 
first year they are in the Program. 

CAN I SUBMIT A PAPER ENTRY FOR THE LOTTERY? 

No. Only electronic entries will be accepted. 

WHAT IF I DON’T OWN A COMPUTER? 

A family does not need to own a computer to enter the lottery. Any computer with internet 
access can be used, whether it belongs to a relative, friend, or caseworker. You can also use 
any available computer at public locations such as Public Libraries.  

WILL MY LOTTERY ENTRY QUALIFY ME FOR THE PROGRAM? 

No. After the lottery closes, the PPHA will conduct a random computer draw of 2,000 
entries for the Housing Choice Voucher Program and 500 entries for Public Housing and 
place them on the waiting list(s). As vouchers for HCV become available and units for Public 

https://www.waitlistcheck.com/OH2322


Housing become available, names will be taken from the top of the waiting list and 
interviews will be scheduled to qualify the applicant as eligible for the Program(s). 

HOW MANY ENTRIES CAN I SUBMIT? 

Only one entry will be accepted per entrant for each of the wait list(s) that are open. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO ONLINE TO ENTER THE LOTTERY BEFORE JUNE 15, 2015, AT 9:30 
A.M.? 

You can visit the website for helpful information, but the entry form will not be available for 
completion and submission until 9:30 a.m. on June 16, 2015. 

DOES IT MATTER WHEN I ENTER THE LOTTERY? 

No, as long as it is during the dates/times of Tuesday, June 16th at 9:30 a.m. through 
Thursday, June 18th at 4:30 p.m. The order in which entries are received will not affect 
your chance to be selected for the waiting list or your placement on it. Every completed 
entry submitted according to the website’s instructions will be entered into the lottery. 
Selection will be based on a random computerized drawing so all applicants have an equal 
chance of being selected for the list. 

WHAT IS THE DEADLINE FOR ENTERING THE LOTTERY? 

Entries must be submitted no later than Thursday, June 18, 2015, at 4:30 p.m. After that 
time, the website will not accept any more entries. 

WHAT INFORMATION WILL I NEED TO COMPLETE MY ENTRY? 

Lottery entrants will need to provide their date of birth, social security number, address and 
general income information on the entry forms. It will also be helpful to include the date of 
birth and social security number and income information for other household members, but 
it is not necessary. 

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE TO COMPLETE THE ENTRY FORM? 

Approximately 5-15 minutes, depending on the number of family members in the 
household. 

DOES MY ENTRY GUARANTEE ME A PLACE ON THE WAITING LIST? 

No. Your entry is for a chance to be placed on the waiting list if that entry is pulled in the 
random computer drawing. 

HOW MANY WAITING LISTS CAN I APPLY FOR THROUGH THE LOTTERY? 

Two lists are open through the lottery. The tenant-based waiting list, from which one may 
receive a voucher, providing housing assistance for renting a qualified unit of your choice, 
and the Public Housing waiting list, for housing owned and managed by the Housing 
Agency. 

MUST I CHOOSE BETWEEN THE WAITING LISTS? 

No. You can apply for any waitlist that is open. However, please know that we are adding 
2,000 names to the Housing Choice Voucher waitlist and 500 names to the Public Housing 
waitlist. You may apply for both, but are not guaranteed a spot on either list. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF I NEED HELP SUBMITTING MY ENTRY? 

Technical assistance is available by calling 216-661-2015. The hours of operation for the 
technical assistance number are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday. These 
are the dates and times that the website will actually be accepting on-line applications. 
Please note that once the lottery closes, the technical assistance staff will not be able to 
assist you. 



IF I HAVE QUESTIONS PRIOR TO THE LOTTERY OPENING, HOW CAN I OBTAIN 
ANSWERS/ASSISTANCE? 

You may send an email to waitlistinfo@parmahousing.org, or you may call 216-661-2015, 
during the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF I’M TRYING TO ENTER THE LOTTERY AND I’M A SENIOR OR A PERSON 
WITH A DISABILITY? 

Seniors and persons with disabilities may submit an on-line entry, like anyone else. But if 
they need assistance, they can call the Public Housing customer service staff at 216-661-
2015, and assistance will be provided. Persons with hearing disabilities can obtain 
additional assistance through the Ohio Relay line at 1-800-750-0750. 

HOW WILL THE LOTTERY WINNERS BE SELECTED? 

The winners of the lottery will be selected through a random computer draw from among all 
the entries received while the lottery is open. 

HOW MANY ENTRIES WILL BE PICKED IN THE LOTTERY? 

2,000 entries will be picked for placement on the Housing Choice Voucher list and 500 
entries will be picked on the Public Housing list. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY ENTRY IS PICKED IN THE LOTTERY? 

The PPHA will send letters to all of the winning entrants advising them that their names 
have been placed on the waiting list(s). In addition, lists of the winning confirmation 
numbers will be posted on the Housing Agency lottery website, 
https://www.waitlistcheck.com, and all locations where lottery announcement posters 
appeared. 

IF I APPLY FOR ALL OPEN WAITLIST(S), AND AM SELECTED, DOES THAT MEAN THAT I HAVE 
BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN BEING PLACED ON ALL WAITLIST(S). 

No. A separate random selection will take place for all open waitlist(s). You can be 
successful on one and not on any additional. 

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY ENTRY IS NOT PICKED AS A WINNER? 

If your entry is not picked in the lottery, your name cannot be placed on the Waiting List. 
You are welcome to enter the next lottery. But unfortunately, another lottery is not 
expected to take place for 3-5 years. 

HOW WILL I KNOW IF I AM A WINNER IN THE LOTTERY? 

If your entry was chosen as one of the 2,000 winners for the Housing Choice Voucher 
waitlist, or one of the 500 winners for the Public Housing waitlist, you will receive a letter 
in the mail advising. You may also check on-line at www.waitlistcheck.com, approximately 
30-days after the closing of the lottery. 


