
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
 

BROOKLYN CITY COUNCIL 
 
January 13, 2014                          7:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Kevin Tanski 
 Katie Gallagher 
 Tony DeMarco 
 Ron Van Kirk 
 Kathy Pucci 
 Mary Balbier  
   
Absent: None 
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
MOTION by Tanski, second by Pucci to approve the minutes from the meeting of December 9, 2013.  
VOTE RESULTED: Approve: Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Pucci. Abstain: Van Kirk, Balbier. No: 
None.  (APPROVED) 
 
 
President Gallagher wished everyone a happy new year and thanked her colleagues for voting her in as 
Council President.  She has more to say, but there is outside counsel here for an executive session regarding 
the EPA agreement for the Sanitary Landfill, as well as Dir. Claussen to discuss the collective bargaining 
agreement for the Dispatch contract.  Council will break for executive session briefly to discuss these 
matters.   
 
 
PUBLIC SESSION: 
 
Tom Adamski of 9625 Melody Ln. said to Mayor Balbier that right before he came, on the news Cleveland 
announced they are installing 24 traffic cameras, bringing the total to 54 cameras in Cleveland.  And 
Linndale also has traffic cameras.  With construction going on near Biddulph rapidly making progress, by 
summer they will be in the Ridge Park Square area, meaning significant increased traffic on Idlewood.   He 
reiterated his campaign about traffic problems, asking for either a stop sign or mobile camera.  If a stop sign 
isn't the answer, to him the answer is the camera, which is legal, even though legislation is pending.  Other 
cities use it.  Expressed disappointment to the Idlewood residents for not coming to discuss the matter.  He 
hopes Council makes a decision this year. 
 
Victor Ardito of 7439 Outlook Ave. commented on the snow removal, saying overall the city does a fantastic 
job, but thought they were going to cut back on salting sidestreets.  They did the sidestreets this last time, 
which he didn't think was needed, but the sidewalk plows didn't do any streets, which made it hard for him 
walking his dog.  Wondered if the policy changed.  Also commented on the mention again of 25 mph zones, 
which in Parma appears to be a speed trap.  He thinks 25 mph on a main street shouldn't be. 
 
President Gallagher re-stated that Council needs to go into Executive Session, and when they return they will 
go through the remaining agenda.   
 
MOTION by Tanski, second by Pucci to adjourn to executive session for matters relating to collective 
bargaining and potential litigation, with the Mayor, Law Director, outside counsel and Finance Director.  
VOTE RESULTED:  Adjourn to Executive Session: Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, 
Balbier. No: None.  (ADJOURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION) 
 
MOTION by Pucci, second by Tanski to reconvene.  VOTE RESULTED: Reconvene: Yes: Tanski, 
Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier. No: None.  (RECONVENED) 
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President Gallagher thanked everyone for their patience.  She thanked her colleagues for voting her as 
Council President, and said she has big shoes to fill after Councilwoman Pucci, who did a terrific job keeping 
Council updated on issues in the city.  She and Mary-Jo have helped during this transition with their 
knowledge and experience.  She welcomed Councilwoman Mary Balbier, a kind-hearted, generous person, 
and she looks forward to working with her.  As President, her primary goal is working on relationships:  
Council's relationships with each other, Council's with the Mayor and Administration, and Council's with the 
school.  Each colleague has a wealth of knowledge and ideas to make Brooklyn better.  The Mayor and each 
Councilmember has a vision for Brooklyn, and at the core of each is the same vision, a better Brooklyn for 
everyone.  Her personal feeling is that Council has had difficulty developing some great ideas because they've 
failed to realize that to be successful we have to work together and prioritize goals.  She sat with the Mayor to 
discuss the challenges he faces working with Council, and he said his primary challenge is to accommodate 
the priorities of each Councilmember, when each member appears to have different priorities.  She said in 
speaking with her colleagues, they share many common goals; so she will work hard this year to work with 
each to develop a comprehensive strategy going to this year's budget process so some ideas can be realized.  
The Mayor wants to work with Council, and he values their ideas, but he has to be given something 
realistically achievable and compatible with his vision.  She's looking forward to a year of fostering positive 
relationships, which is necessary to move Brooklyn forward.  On another note, longtime resident Mary 
Sirotak passed away 12/18.  She and her husband were residents for 54 years.  She held leadership roles in 
the city, and volunteered time helping others.  She helped organize Brooklyn's first library and began senior 
health counseling service.  On behalf of Council, we're thankful for her work and pass condolences to her 
family. 
 
President Gallagher gave an update on the Organizational meeting held Jan 6 th.  Councilman Van Kirk, 
President Pro-Tem.  Finance Comm: Councilmembers Pucci, DeMarco, Van Kirk, with Pucci as chair.  Public 
Works: Councilmembers Tanski, DeMarco, and not yet appointed Councilmember.  Public 
Safety/Environmental: Councilmembers Van Kirk, Gallagher, Balbier, with Van Kirk as chair.  Recreation 
Bd. rep, Tanski; Planning Comm. rep, Gallagher; Econ. Develop., Pucci; Legislative Update, Balbier; Fair 
Housing rep, Van Kirk; Volunteer Fire Dep. Bd., Tanski and new Councilmember; Domestic Violence Comm, 
Gallagher.  Once Council rules are adopted, the re-instated School Bd. liaison will be filled.  Council agreed 
to work with school officials this year, especially because of upcoming construction.  Supt. Walker is in the 
audience tonight, and she's dedicated to the same goal of working together with the city.  Agendas will now 
reflect Executive Sessions when known prior to the meeting, and the title of the minutes will reflect 
'executive session' for searching purposes.  She will go over the other proposed changes later.   
 
President Gallagher gave an update on the Jan. 9th Special meeting, where they adjourned to Executive 
Session to interview eight candidates to fill the Council vacancy.  There are many great candidates.  At the 
end of this meeting there will be an Executive Session to hopefully finalize the choice to fill the vacancy.  If 
they come to a decision Council will reconvene with no action taken until all candidates are informed of the 
decision. 
 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS & BOARDS: 
 
Finance Committee (Councilwoman Pucci):  The Comm. met and recommended to continue 2nd readings for 
Ords. 2013-76 and 77, both which repeal the 5% reduction in the highest cap of the salary ranges for non-
bargaining unit administrative employees.  More information is needed to compare to communities similar 
to Brooklyn, and also waiting till the budget process to make a final decision.  No action taken due to 
executive session for: Ord. 2014-1 (Dispatcher unit contract) (mirrors other adopted contracts, 3.25% 
increase in 2013; 1.5% in 2014; re-open in 2015; 10% employee contribution for healthcare; and a healthcare 
committee process for future increases); and Ord. 2014-3 (settlement for the landfill), deferred to Dir. 
Claussen to summarize in his report.  A request from the Police Chief was approved for the purchase of a 
used 2013 police car with low mileage for $24,950 (from POPAS Fund).  Thanked her Committee colleagues 
for electing her chair for 2014. 
 
President Gallagher said the Agenda will have to be amended to include that vehicle purchase approval.  
MOTION by Pucci, second by Van Kirk to amend the Agenda to include the request from the Chief for the 
purchase of the used police car.  VOTE RESULTED:  Amend Agenda: Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, 
Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier. No: None.  (AGENDA AMENDED) 
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Recreation Board (Councilman Tanski):  The next Board meeting will be Jan. 21st at 7 p.m. in the Mayor's 
Court. 
 
Planning Commission (Councilwoman K. Gallagher):  The Commission met Jan. 9th and approved: request 
from Super Sign Guys, LLC for an illuminated wall-mounted sign on the existing sign at 6700 Biddulph Rd. 
for identification of Gold's Gym; request from Elect Neon Sales & Services to install an illuminated wall -
mounted sign located at 7349 Northcliff for identification of Ashley Furniture Home Store; request from 
Sign Light Services to install an illuminated wall-mounted sign at 7313 Northcliff for identification of Great 
Clips.  Denied: request from Alexander Dyshko for similar use to permitted use approval for a relaxation 
massage business at 7405 Memphis.   
 
Economic Development Comm. (Councilwoman Pucci): The next Committee meeting will be Jan. 17 th at 2 
p.m. 
 
 
REPORTS OF COUNCIL: 
 
Kevin Tanski:  Welcomed Councilwoman Mary Balbier and congratulated Council President Gallagher, 
saying he looks forward to working with them.  Asked the Mayor about the Idlewood traffic update, if we're 
looking into a stop sign, or what, as the traffic doesn't appear to have slowed down.  Mayor Balbier said it has 
slowed down, and they've given out quite a few tickets.  The Chief said we cannot put up a stop sign, though 
the camera is still in question.  Chief Mielke said they are still giving it special attention, but the tickets have 
significantly reduced.  Councilman Tanski asked Dir. Verba if we're slowing down on the plowing of the 
sidewalks, or did we not have the manpower and the hours, and asked for an update.  Dir. Verba said the 
main streets were done, and with school not in session they didn't do the sidestreets walks because they had 
to do the senior driveways, so attention was focused on that.  With less manpower a decision had to be made, 
so that's what they did.  If school is in session the sidestreets walks will be done. 
 
Tony DeMarco:  Wished everyone a happy new year, and welcomed the newest Councilmember.  
 
Ron Van Kirk:  Congratulated Council President Gallagher on her appointment, looking forward to 
working with her, and all of Council.  Welcomed Councilwoman Balbier.  Thanked his colleagues for his 
appointment as Council Pro-Tem.  As chairman of the Public Safety Committee he'd like to hold more 
meetings for residents to voice their concerns on safety issues they see.  He said if someone sees something 
of concern to let him know.  He'd like to see addressed the speeding on Idlewood, but is glad to hear that's 
slowed down.  It's been addressed before, but he'd like to work to a permanent solution there.  The Council 
can't see everything that goes on in the city, so if there is a concern call him at 216-965-5737 or e-mail him at 
rvankirk@brooklynohio.gov.  The more things they know, the more things they can address.  Thanked the 
Police and Fire Departments for keeping the city safe the past week during the extreme cold; and also 
thanked Dir. Verba and the Service Dept. for keeping roads clear as possible despite the extreme conditions.  
The roads were in great condition.  While we were sitting at home, the safety and service workers were 
helping people in need.  Thanked all of them for their great job.  Said there is a plan to merge the Parma 
Community and University Hospitals.  He's concerned about the transition, as the word merge has been used 
because they can't sell the hospital.  He has reservations about it, and would like to see a copy of the 
agreement/contract before an agreement is reached.  Any change to the hospital status needs to benefit each 
city that has a stake in it, which Brooklyn does.  Said a recent Plain Dealer article stated the median house 
price rose in Brooklyn by 4% between 2012-2013; not where we were before the crash of '08, but in the right 
direction. 
 
Kathy Pucci:  Congratulated President Gallagher and Councilman Van Kirk on their leadership positions, 
and welcomed Councilwoman Balbier.  Thanked the Police, Fire and Service Departments for their efforts.  
She further elaborated on Mr. Ardito's comments that there are requirements where drivers of heavy 
equipment cannot work beyond a certain number of hours, which also was affected this last storm by less 
personnel.  But they are doing the best they can.  She offered condolences to the families of Marcia Gulosh 
and Mary Sirotak.  In addition to her commitment and great involvement in the community, Mrs. Sirotak 
earned her nickname 'Mary Sunshine'.  Thanked Comm. Fitzgerald for his annual report.  As stated, last 
Thursday Council interviewed applicants for the Council vacancy, here until 11:30 p.m., giving each 

mailto:rvankirk@brooklynohio.gov
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applicant the time to share their ideas and thoughts on the city.  She thanked the applicants for their 
patience, and also for applying.  Regarding goals, she had previously proposed Council develop goals for 
2014, so she is looking forward to this coming process.  On January 1st she was sworn into her fifth term on 
City Council; and she thanked the Mayor for swearing everyone in, and the residents for their trust and 
confidence placed in her.  She pledges to continue working hard to represent everyone, and for the 
betterment of the community.  She added that she believes the merger with University Hospital is finalized, 
effective January 1st.  Mr. Bundy, who represents the city, is present, and could answer the question.   
 
John Bundy, one of Brooklyn's representatives on the Parma Hospital Board, said that University and Parma 
Hospitals have signed the agreement and is still officially under scrutiny of federal and state laws.  However, 
they are moving forward with it, and the literature refers to it as University Hospital – Parma Campus, and 
they are working as an agent for University Hospitals.  It is not a sale, but they're going to manage the 
hospital system.  At Parma City Hall the CEO and some administrators from Parma will answer questions on 
Jan. 23rd.  
 
Mary Balbier:  Thanked the residents who voted for her and were kind to welcome her into their homes, 
and sent her notes and flowers and called.  She appreciated it and was overwhelmed.  She's looking forward 
to working with the administration and City Council.  Told the residents she will work her hardest.  She may 
not know everything in the beginning, but is willing to learn, and continue to make this city the wonderful 
city that it is.  It's fabulous, and she's proud to say she's from Brooklyn.  Also thanked the Service Dept. and 
Dir. Verba, because she knows when she's coming home from work late, when she hits the Brooklyn line she 
no longer worries about her driving safety.   
 
 
MAYOR'S REPORT:   
 
Mayor Balbier: Congratulated President Gallagher and Councilman Van Kirk (as Pro-Tem) and 
Councilwoman Balbier, and knows all three will do an excellent job.  Sends condolences to the Sirotak 
family; she was very active in the city, and was the first director of our Senior Center.  Also, Rebecca 
Nicholas, the night cashier at the Rec Center passed away, and condolences go to her family.  Also thanked 
the Service Dept.  They were called out on New Year's Eve, and were working 12 hour shifts.  We have seven 
snow plows, and at some point five of the seven broke down, and were out of service for awhile until fixed.  
In addition, these are the same men picking up the rubbish; so they are doing a lot of work, and doing a very, 
very good job.  He commends them.  The new ambulance also had some problems.  He received the annual 
report from Comm. Fitzgerald for the Building Dept.  In 2013 they gave out 706 permits, 313 commercial, 
which is 1,119 permits; fees with those were $320,174, with the value from those permits at $36,822,278.  
The year before the figure was 11 million.  So the economy is picking up in Brooklyn.  He hired a full -time 
person last week to help in the department, and he'll start in a couple weeks.  The Mayor's Court turned in 
their annual report.  Till August they were behind 2012, but then pulled ahead, and at the end of 2013 they 
were $111,322 ahead of 2012.  He was just informed there is a mistake on the city calendar, and no number 
was listed for the Animal Warden.  If anyone needs to contact her, notify the Police Department.  For Parma 
Hospital, they will give each city a $50,000 wellness grant, and we have to discuss how to use that.  He has a 
meeting with UH and Parma officials at the end of the month.  The UH officials met with him a couple 
months ago, and our Law Director has been in contact with the other Law Directors to get the best deal 
before this was closed.  As Mr. Bundy said, the deal is closed, and we will see how to spend the wellness 
grant. 
 
Councilman Van Kirk asked if we had a copy of the contract.  The Mayor and Law Director said they did not.  
The Mayor will have Dir. Claussen look into getting a copy of it. 
 
 
DIRECTORS' REPORTS: 
 
Rec. Mgr. McGinty:  As the Mayor said, the department lost Becky Nicholas, who had worked as cashier 
since August 12, 1997.  She was a wonderful woman and mother to her daughters, Leah and Carrie, who 
work for the Rec Center.  She sends condolences to her family.   
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Finance Dir. Enovitch:  As expected, 2013 finished strong for the city.  The General Fund revenues were right 
on budget at $17,771,573.  The General revenue expenses were slightly below budget at $15,517,898.23.  So 
our unencumbered General Fund balance at year end was $8,370,294 – which is approximately $2 million 
more than what we started the year with.  Including the two sub-funds (the Budget Stabilization Fund, the 
'rainy day fund', and the Economic Development Fund) the total unencumbered General Fund balance for 
the ending 2013 is $10,555,594.  Council's ordinance requires a General Fund balance of 16% of the annual 
revenues at year end, and we exceeded that guideline; at year end the General Fund balance was 47% of 
annual revenues. 
 
Fire Chief Zemek:  The new ambulance developed a noise, parts are being shipped, it's under warranty, and 
will be replaced; so it was never down, and there is a back-up ambulance.  Reported there was a residential 
fire on Christmas Eve morning on Torrance, and he commended the men that responded and took control of 
it, and prevented a flash over.  Due to the extreme heat of the fire, and smoke throughout the house, the 
contents were a total loss.  The State Fire Marshall, a team of investigators and himself spent five hours 
trying to determine cause, which due to the number of 'could have beens', it was declared undetermined.  
Thanked the men in the Service Dept. (salting the ice from the hoses, and on the stairways for safety), the 
Police Dept. (handling road closures, helping drag hose, securing the perimeter), and the dispatcher (who 
multi-tasked through calls); all of this was a team effort that came together.  As Chief he's seeing more and 
more of this cohesiveness on the streets with all the departments, which is phenomenal to see.  Also thanked 
the mutual aid agencies, Parma and Parma Hts. 
 
Law Dir. Claussen:  Said there are two ordinances on the agenda that he is requesting Council pass by 
emergency.  Ord. 2014-1 is the collective bargaining agreement for the Dispatcher's unit, similar to the other 
negotiated contracts that have come to Council.  (3 years: 2013, 3.25% increase; 2014, 1.5% increase; 2015, 
re-opener. For healthcare they will pay 6.9% in 2013, 10% in 2014, and re-open in 2015 for discussion)  He's 
asking for emergency passage due to the fact that O.R.C. 4117 indicates that after a union ratifies the city has 
so many days to vote on ratification, and if they don't vote it passes automatically.  Ord. 2014-3 is an 
agreement with the Ohio EPA with regard to closure of the landfill.  There have been years of discussion on 
this.  This sets for timelines and gives a roadmap with regard to closing the landfill, and this is step one.  
Outside counsel is present, and asks it be passed by emergency as well.  Councilwoman Pucci asked him to 
elaborate on the monetary and fine.  Dir. Claussen said the agreement we'll enter into with the Ohio EPA, not 
etched in stone, indicates we will pay a $29,000 penalty for going outside the waste limits.  It was negotiated 
down from around $130,000.  It could change, but it gives us the parameters to work with to close it.   
 
Service Dir. Verba:  Thanked the Service Dept. for their hard work during the past two weeks.  It's a 
thankless job.  From Dec. 30th to Jan. 10th the men worked 651 hours of overtime.  During a storm of this 
magnitude, the sale trucks traveled 3,580 miles and dispersed over 700 tons of salt.  Jan. 3 rd, three trucks 
blew hydraulic lines, one had a broken spreader, one plow fell off, and another truck overheated.  Between 3 -
5 a.m. five of the seven salt trucks were broken down.  We'll have spent over $6,000 on repairs to these 
trucks.  They worked around the clock, and still were able to keep the rubbish schedule on time and do 
senior driveways twice in a three-day period.  So a special thanks to the unsung Service Garage workers.  In 
response to salting the sidestreets too much, during a storm of this magnitude we salt as much as needed.  
It's it light snowfall they do by the stop signs and intersections. 
 
 
COUNCIL CONFIRMATION: 
 
Request from the Mayor for Council Confirmation on the appointment of Kay Hutkay to the Civil Service 
Commission, to fill the unexpired term of Dan Enovitch.  The term will end Jan. 24, 2015.  MOTION by 
Pucci, second by Tanski to confirm the appointment.  Councilwoman Pucci said she supports the 
appointment, but on record objects to the selection and appointments being done in secret, that we shoul d 
let our residents know of the vacancies, so they have the opportunity to submit their names for 
consideration.  VOTE RESULTED: To Confirm:  Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, 
Balbier.  No: None.  (CONFIRMED) 
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REQUESTS: 
 
Request From Chief Mielke to purchase a 2014 Ford Police Interceptor.  MOTION by Pucci, second by Van 
Kirk to authorize the purchase.  VOTE RESULTED: To Authorize: Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Van 
Kirk, Pucci, Balbier.  No: None.  (AUTHORIZED) 
 
 
LEGISLATION: 
 
ORDINANCE 2013-76, Repealing Section 1 of Ord. 2012-6, relating to the compensation for full-time and 
administrative employees, non-bargaining.  (SECOND READING) 
 
ORDINANCE 2013-77, Repealing Section 1 of Ord. 2012-22, relating to the compensation for the part-
time position for Economic Development Director.  (SECOND READING) 
 
ORDINANCE 2014-1, Authorizing the Mayor of the City of Brooklyn to enter into a contract with the 
Northern Ohio Patrolmen's Benevolent Association-Dispatcher's Unit.  MOTION by Pucci, second by 
Tanski to suspend the rules.  VOTE RESULTED: Suspend the Rules:  Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, 
Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier.  No: None.  Adopt:  Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier.  No: 
None. (ADOPTED) 
 
Councilman Van Kirk thanked Dir. Claussen for the update, and wanted to verify that the timeframe for this 
is 7-14 days.  Dir. Claussen said yes, it's one of those.  Councilman Van Kirk noted this doesn't allow Council 
to have the three readings.  Dir. Claussen said if you had the three readings it would pass automatically. 
 
ORDINANCE 2014-2, Amending Ord. 2004-32, as amended by Ord. 2007-1, 2010-1, 2011-5, 2012-2, and 
2013-2 entitled, 'An Ordinance to establish and adopt Rules of Brooklyn City Council.'  President Gallagher 
said there were a few changes:  The Organizational meeting reads it is held the first Monday in January, 
language added is, 'or as soon as practical thereafter', which matches Charter language; added the School 
Board liaison back; and amended Rule 32, Executive Session, to add a new exception relating to economic 
development initiatives, permitted and regulated by the Revised Code.  (FIRST READING) 
 
ORDINANCE 2014-3, Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Ohio EPA relating to the 
Sanitary Landfill.  Councilman DeMarco commented this has been an ongoing issue for several years for the 
city, and is extremely important as it could have a potential financial impact.  We secured outside legal 
counsel a few years ago, with an expert in the field, and due to that he has taken this through the process for 
the city, and this Ordinance is a testament to that hard work.  The residents, and himself, owe him a debt of 
gratitude.  He was paid for his services, but the billed hours (versus the time he put into it) and the 
conclusion we've come to is beneficial for the city.  His point also that there are good uses of outside counsel 
when appropriate.  MOTION by Van Kirk, second by Tanski to suspend the rules.  VOTE RESULTED: 
Suspend the Rules:  Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier.  No: None.  Adopt:  Yes: 
Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier.  No: None. (ADOPTED) 
 
President Gallagher said Council will go into executive session to hopefully finalize the choice to fill the  
Council vacancy.  If able to come to a decision they will reconvene, but not action taken until the candidates 
are informed of the decision.   
 
MOTION by Pucci, second by Tanski to adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of discussion 
personnel relating to the vacancy on Council.  VOTE RESULTED: Adjourn to Executive Session:  Yes: 
Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier.  No: None.  (ADJOURNED TO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION) 
 
MOTION by Van Kirk, second by Tanski to reconvene.  VOTE RESULTED: Reconvene: Yes: Tanski, 
Gallagher, DeMarco, Van Kirk, Pucci, Balbier.  No: None.  (RECONVENED) 
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There being no further business, MOTION by Pucci, second by Van Kirk to adjourn. VOTE RESULTED: 
Adjourn: Yes: Tanski, Gallagher, DeMarco, VanKirk, Pucci, Balbier. No: None.  (ADJOURNED) 
 
 
 
__________________________    ___________________________ 
          Asst. Clerk of Council    President of Council  


