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Last Month Mayor Balbier and Council 

President Kathleen Pucci had the op-

portunity to present a holiday card to 

top officials at American Greetings.  

The giant card was made by Senator 

Sherrod Brownõs office and was signed 

by Brooklyn residents at various com-

munity events over the holidays.  Resi-

dents wrote messages on the impor-

tance of American Greetings to our 

community, encouraging them to stay 

where they have been for over 50 

yearsñright here in Brooklyn.   

Mayor Balbier and President Pucci met with Chief Executive Officer Zev Weiss and 

Senior Vice President Catherine Kilbane who expressed their appreciation for the 

sentiments from Brooklyn residents and stated that they always appreciate receiving 

a greeting card.   

Monday, February 21 is Presidentõs Day.  City 

Buildings will be closed.  The ice rink will be open 

for the 5:30pm and the 8:00pm Ohio High School 

Athletic Association Sectional Hockey Games ONLY!  
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   Councilôs Corner    

   by Kathleen Pucci 

        2011 Organizational Meeting 
 

 

On January 3, 2011 Brooklyn City Council conducted their annual Organizational Meeting which is mandated by 

our charter.  The purpose of the organizational meeting is to elect officers, make committee assignments, and dis-

cuss possible changes to the Rules of Council.   

The results are as follows: 

 

President: Kathleen Pucci      President Pro-Tem: Joe Magrey 

 

Standing Committees 

Finance:  Tony DeMarco (Chair)  Kathleen Pucci  Joe Magrey 

Public Works:  Joe Magrey (Chair)   Kathleen Pucci  John Patta 

Safety &Environ. Tony DeMarco (Chair)  Colleen Gallagher  Tom Murphy 

 

Representatives 

Planning Commission: John Patta   Recreation Board   Kevin Tanski     

Economic Development: Kathleen Pucci  Domestic Violence  Colleen Gallagher    

Legislative Update  Colleen Gallagher  Juvenile Diversion  Colleen Gallagher       

Fair Housing:   John Patta          School Board Liasion  Tom Murphy 

Volunteer Fire Dependents Board (2):Tony DeMarco Kevin Tanski 

 

City Council meetings will continue at 7:00 pm on the second and fourth Mondays of the month September 

through June, with special meetings scheduled as necessary.  The Finance Committee has a standard meet-

ing time of 6:30 pm prior to each regular council meeting.  The committee will change the meeting time if 

more time is necessary to accommodate the agenda.   Please check the city website or call City Hall to con-

firm.  

 

Council also agreed to the following changes in the Rules of Council: 
¶ The òMEETINGSó section will be amended to specify that the Organizational Meeting will be conducted on 

the first Monday in January at a time to be determined. 
¶ The public session in the beginning of the meeting will be increased from three to five minutes, thus allowing 

residents more time to speak. 
¶ Under Rule 14,òOrder of Businessó, we will once again add another opportunity for the public to speak.  

This will be limited to legislative items on the agenda with a three minute time limit. 
¶ We will initiate a new procedure on how items are placed on the council agenda.  This will allow ample 

time to gather all necessary information and insure sufficient time for a thorough internal review. 
¶ In our efforts to improve transparency and share more information with our residents the legislation on our 

agenda will be posted on the city website (www.brooklynohio.gov) and available for review at the recep-

tion desk at City Hall the Friday prior to the council meeting. 

http://www.brooklynohio.gov
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Computer Classes at the Senior Community Center.   

The Internet for Beginners 1&2ñSearching the Internet will provide 

hands on experience.  The first class will explain the basics of search 

engines and browsers.  You will learn how to connect to the Internet 

and how to navigate your way around the World Wide Web.  The 

second class will provide time for review and practice.  You will also 

learn how to find web sites more quickly.  The second class will dis-

cuss browsers in more detail, show you how to download programs, 

search more effectively, and avoid viruses.  Cost $39.00.  Class 

Dates:  February 10 & 17, 2011 Time 10:00amñNoon.      

E-Mail with Yahoo Mail 1 & 2  - This class will provide hands on experience while you learn the basics of 

email, with Yahooõs e-mail program.  Find out what Yahoo mail is and how to set up your personal account.  

Learn how to read, write, send and reply to messages.  The second class will provide time for  review and 

practice.  You will learn how to create an address book, adding attachments and more.  Cost $39.00.  Class 

Dates:  February 24 and March 3, 2011.  Time 10:00am-Noon.   

AARP TAX ASSISTANCE  

AARP will be providing free income tax assistance on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. Starting, Wednesday, February 2nd.  Contact the Senior 

Center at 216-635-4222 to schedule your appointment.  Taxpayers 

must bring in last yearõs return, a copy of the Social Security card 

must be shown for all dependents, bring in related income tax forms 

including Social Security, a photo I.D. for all dependents, all stock in-

formation purchase and/or sale.  There is no age restriction and 

AARP membership is not required.   

Weight Watcher Meetings 

Weight Watcher meetings are held at the Brooklyn Community Senior Center on Monday evenings.  Registra-

tion and weigh-in begins 1/2 hour prior to the start of the 6pm meeting.  Please use back entrance.   



Building and Service Department News... 

Reminder!   The City of Brooklyn, in cooperation with the 

Cuyahoga   County Sanitary Engineers Office has a program 

to assist  Brooklyn residents who have water backing up in 

their basements, gurgling toilets, or slow drains.  If this occurs, 

please contact the City of Brooklyn Service Department at 216

-351-2133.  If this occurs after normal business hours, you 

may contact police dispatch at their non-emergency number, 

216-749-1234 for assistance. There is no fee for this service 

to the City of Brooklyn residents and businesses.   
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Seven Simple Steps to Clean Water    

Remember, it all drains to Lake Erie   

Our Water.  Our Future.  Ours to Protect 

1. No Dumping in the Storm Drain     

2. Fertilize Sparingly and Caringly 

3. Properly Dispose of Household Hazardous Waste 

4. Clean Up After Your Pet 

5. Practice Good Car Care 

6. Landscape with Native Plants 

7. Conserve Water  

Rain Garden Kits 

Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District is selling Rain Garden Kits 

Garden Kits come ready to plant!   Each Garden Kit contains 38 native plants of 10-12 

species grown in a deep-cell tray.  Kits are grown locally at Ohio Prairie Nursery.  Gar-

den Kits available:  Rain Garden (Sun) - Rain Garden (Shade) - Hummingbird/Butterfly 

-$105 each.  Please contact the Cuyahoga SWCD for more information about how to pur-

chase a kit.  216-524-6580, ext 22 or www.cuyahogawcd.org. 


